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Ghirlandajo; the former so full of that spirit of speaking to
the mind through the eye that every one of his pictures is
replete with deep and original thoughts; the latter abso-
lutely without a vestige of this power Ghhlandajo, though
his drawing and colouring are perfect, is constantly called
''commonplace57 and "prosaic," while it has even been said
of him, notwithstanding all his powers of technique, that
he is "without the art faculty"; and this feeling regarding
his work is undoubtedly caused by this entire absence in him
of imagination and originality of thought. Thus in his pic-
tures we find our attention ever drawn to the accessoncs of
the subject rather than to the subject itself; while of all
such accessories he is a most careful and prosaically accurate
delineator.

But each of the great masters has his own excellence;
and Ghirlandajo's lies in this very direction. Ruskin, being
noticeably without the historic faculty, could see no ex-
cellence in Ghirlandajo, and severely condemns his work on
all occasions, calling it the mere handicraft of the mechanic.
But those who are mteiested in what the men and women
of this time in Florence looked like can forgive Ghirlandaja
his want of the art faculty for the sake of the results on the
historic side, results which, had he not given them to us, we
should have looked for in vain elsewhere. Ghirlandajo's want
of originality led him to be a most careful copyist in every
dirction to which he turned his powers And as he intro
duced into his pictures on religious subjects representations
of the persons of note around him (carried out with a care-
ful accuracy which rendered him quite incapable of flattering
them),51 together with many details of everyday life in
Florence, we obtain from him a valuable record of the ap-
pearance and manner of life of the men and women of the
time of Lorenzo the Magnificent. In this way Ghirlandajo
gives us in his frescoes in the choir of Santa Maria Novella
portraits of Politian, Marsilio Ficino, Cristoforo Landino,
and Demetrius Chalcondylas;sz of the painters Baldo-